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God Has Spoken pgs 7-136

1. What is the author’s main point and emphasis and how does he unfold and present it?

Packer wrote this book as a clarion call to a Church in the 60s and 70s, which was going the way of liberalism. The Church has lost the Word, and a famine of revelation is on the land – because men have rejected the scriptures. His call was to return to the authority and sufficiency of the scriptures as the revealed words of God, once written, but still his active and powerful voice today. Packer’s is a message as relevant now (if nor more) as it was when written. An outline of his argument can be made in three broad strokes:

a. God has revealed himself generally in the world at large – and specifically through the Gospel in the person of His son. God speaks in propositional truth. His Word is the record of his voice, but it is still speaking with power today.

b. God has revealed himself specifically through scripture, and thus a high view of scripture is in order. Packer addresses the living authority and inerrancy of scripture as well as its power to affect change through the working of the Holy Spirit. Scripture is therefore sufficient for all life.

c. If these things are true, then a proper response is submission to God’s revelation of himself – specifically faith in God’s promises (p 115), obedience to his law (p 118), and delight in his truth (p 119). This can only happen with openness to the work of God’s Spirit.

2. What are his strongest points and how does he support them?

a. Pgs 31-35 elaborates an insightful progression of how departure from the scriptures has enfeebled the church: It has undermined preaching, undercut teaching, thus weakened faith, discouraged lay Bible reading, and so hidden Christ from view. This stresses how urgent the need is for a stumbling church to get back to the Book. 

b. The voice of God spoke directly and authoritatively through the prophets in the past and still is speaking today. Packer masterfully illustrates (p 66) especially through the book of Hebrews (e.g. 1:1) that “what the prophets said, God said”. However, not only are they past statements, but what God says today! (Heb 3:7, 10:15).

c. (p 106) Infallibility and Inerrancy are crucial truths about the Word of God because they reflect the God who wrote the scriptures – true, trustworthy. However by themselves they are not enough. Scriptures alone are sufficient, and it is here that we depart from Roman Catholic tradition. All men, all traditions, and all establishments are subordinate to the authority of Christ alone, found in Scripture alone.

3. Are there any areas where you disagree or think the author is unclear?

While his argument and commitment is robust, his practical application of scripture seems sometimes lacking. For instance:

a. On p 42 Packer is unclear in his quotation from the Prayer Book when he mentions Anglican clergy as “men and women of the Word”, implying his support of women in Church leadership.

b. In similar vein, I had a minor issue with Packer’s use of the catechisms of the Anglican Church (especially p 117 – infant baptism), since this is a book that deals with the authority and sufficiency of scripture. Though the majority of what he quoted is Biblical, I would have preferred staying with scripture. However that does not detract from what is a classic work.

