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1. What is the author’s main point and emphasis and how does he unfold and present it?

The reading covered three articles:

The first covered The Adequacy of Human Language to communicate divine truth. J. I. Packer addresses skeptics who cannot understand how human words can express transcendental realities, by pointing to the fact that truth can only be conveyed in precise language, which is God’s chosen instrumentation to reveal himself to us through Scripture.

The second, G.E. Moore answers criticisms against proponents of inerrancy by systematically approaching Scripture to build a definition of inerrancy. Stressing the need for deduction to come out of induction from evidence, Moore proceeds to exegetically induce from Scripture the proof for a doctrine of inerrancy, after which he defends a classic definition of inerrancy and objections to it.

The third article, The Internal Testimony of the Holy Spirit by R. C. Sproul stressed the significance of the testimonium, the internal testimony of the Holy Spirit, which gives us certainty that the Bible is the objective Word of God. 

2. What are his strongest points and how does he support them?

Adequacy of Human Language:

Presented with modern-day doubt about the ability of human language to express the things of God, Packer shows us that this stems from an Eastern mystical idea that God is removed from the categories of human language. His strongest arguments are that firstly, God is the originator of language; his chosen instrument of self-revelation. Secondly, that man as an image-bearer of God has been created to receive communication from God linguistically and respond in kind.

Finally, that the humble limitations of human language reveal not the inability of God to communicate, but rather the grace of God to condescend to show himself in plain human words.

The Meaning of Inerrancy:

a. Dealing with 2 Timothy 3:16, Moore shows clearly that all of Scripture is a product of God (God breathed). b. Scripture is accredited by the three criteria that Scripture lays down for the truthfulness of a prophetic message. c. To be authoritative as it claims throughout, Scripture must be inerrant.

The Internal Testimony of the Holy Spirit:

Presenting a strong historical case, Sproul cites Calvin, Augustine and Warfield in opposition to a neo-orthodox view that Scripture is not revelation in itself, but only a vehicle of or witness to revelation. However, Scripture’s witness [1 Cor 2, for example] to this is that the Spirit mediates the Word, which by itself is objective revelation apart from any subjective response.

3. Are there any areas where you disagree or think the author is unclear?
I appreciated the succinctness each issue was dealt with in the three articles. A brief note in Packer’s article (pg 290) where he allegorizes the Song of Solomon reminded me that a strong belief in the inerrancy and sufficiency of Scripture does not always guarantee good hermeneutics, even if, as Moore stressed, that inerrancy is intimately tied up with good hermeneutics.

