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The heart of the Christian faith is our confidence in the Scriptures. The heart of our confidence in the scriptures is the doctrine of Inspiration. From it comes our understanding of the authority and sufficiency of the Bible as God’s revelation of Himself to mankind. Understandably this is where the battle has been waged since the beginning – from the time Satan prodded Eve in the Garden to question God’s word, to the heresies of the early Church, to the reformation, right up to our present struggle with the Emergent Church: Compromise on the doctrine of Inspiration inevitably leads down the path of a compromised Gospel, and this is obviously where Satan would want to attack the Church.

The purpose of this paper is to revisit the doctrine of Inspiration and defend it from 2 Timothy 3:16 (“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”). We will look at the meaning and significance of a right understanding of “plenary inspiration”, its implications for all scripture and finally we will see how the idea of inspiration is not anachronistic in the New Testament – we will show that Christ and the Apostles confirmed it. 

I. The Meaning of Inspiration

a. A Clarification of Words
The term inspiration can be misleading or confusing because of differing usage. It is important therefore, to properly understanding the doctrine by distinguishing three separate terms
.  
i. “Inspiration” 
 First, “inspiration” derived from the Latin “inspirare” means “to breathe upon or into something” (Genesis 2:7) However, the term can be used even for sudden spontaneous ideas, and in theological terms this same idea could be used to understand divine influence on human vessels. Often this is how 2 Timothy 3:16 is wrongly taken when an English translation uses “inspired” as a translation of “theopneustos”.
ii. “Enthusiasm”
Second, “enthusiasm” from the Greek “enthusiasmos”. This term came into common usage in the post-Reformation era when Holy Spirit possession was associated with emotional stimulation. Modern religious subjectivism was in some measure built on this idea of empowerment coming from possession of a divine spirit. When we speak of inspiration, we are not referring to some sort of divine possession of the human writers of scripture.
iii. “God-breathed”
This term comes directly from the Greek adjective “theopneustos” in 2 Timothy 3:16 (theo: God + pneuma: breath, wind) where we find its only usage in the New Testament. This word does not emphasize the mode of inspiration – what is emphasized is the character of all scripture: that its originator and source is God. Therefore when we speak of inspiration, we are not referring to humans influenced by the divine, nor do we understand it to be a result of divine possession. We let scripture speak for itself – when we say that scripture is inspired we mean scripture tells us God produced them in their entirety.
b. The Significance of “God-breathed” Scriptures
There are two main ideas that we can draw from a proper understanding of inspiration as “God-breathed”:
i. The emphasis is God’s initiative
We discover that because God breathed out the scriptures, the focus is shifted from a man-centered perspective (as if God empowered men to go beyond their own abilities and produce Scripture) to understanding that Scripture is a result of God’s activity – revelation was from His initiative and power, not the invention of men or traditions of men. God revealed himself to man clearly on His terms and in the language and concepts of His own choosing (2 Peter 1:19-21). Warfield states it well:
The Biblical writers do not conceive of the Scriptures as a human product breathed into by the Divine Spirit, and thus heightened in its qualities or endowed with new qualities; but as a Divine product produced through the instrumentality of men. They do not conceive of these men, by whose instrumentality Scripture is produced, as working upon their own initiative, though energized by God to greater effort and higher achievement, but as moved by the Divine initiative and borne by the irresistible power of the Spirit of God along ways of His choosing to ends of His appointment.



Additionally,

God is the Prime Mover by whose promptings the prophets were led to write. The ultimate origin of inspired writings is the desire of the Divine to communicate with man.

ii. The end result is God’s production
God-breathed does not refer to the process of how we got the bible as much as its character:
In 2 Timothy 3:16, “inspired” represents the Greek adjective theopneustos, a word that means not, as the lexicons of Cremer and Bauer have said (and Barth after them), “breathing out God” but as Warfield proved long ago “breathed out by God.” All Scripture, therefore, is a product of His creative power, and so is an authentic disclosure of His mind and presentation of His message

The scriptures (in totality, as we shall see further) are a product of God, and thus can be trusted as authentic. It is only when we stand firm on the truth of inspiration that we can give scripture our full confidence. 

II. The Scope of Inspiration: “all scripture”.
Having understood the nature of Inspiration, we now need to understand why 2 Timothy 3:16 should be taken to encompass the canon in its entirety. There are two ways the sentence in the Greek (pasa graphe theopneustos kai ophelimos) is translated into English. Many scholars prefer the translation, “every God-breathed scripture is also useful…” while the majority of conservative scholars prefer, “all scripture is God breathed and is useful…” The evidence is clear both grammatically and contextually that the conservative translation (“all scripture is”) is the best rendering of the text, and we will look at the reasons why
:
a. Grammatically:

i. The connecting “being” verb (“is”) is lacking in the Greek, and needs to be supplied in the English rendering. The most natural place to put it is between the subject of the sentence and the first word that follows. Typically authors leave out the verb of being when it is assumed an audience would know where it goes.

ii. The fact that “kai” is translated as “and” twelve times more than it means “also” gives more weight to the predicate translation (“all scripture is inspired and useful”).

iii. In the NT and the Septuagint, an adjective-noun-adjective construction (pasa graphe theopneustos) is overwhelmingly translated by taking the first adjective to be attributive and the second to be predicate.

b. Contextually:

i. What follows immediately in 4:1-2 is a forceful command to “preach the word” based on a solemn charge. Contextually the extreme solemnity of the charge it would make less sense if the previous verses referred only to the usefulness of some scripture.

ii. Additionally in context of the preceding verses it is clear that Paul is referring to the same sacred writings (Referring to the Old Testament Scriptures in their entirety) he has just mentioned, which Timothy had been acquainted with since his childhood.

What Paul is emphasizing to Timothy is not the usefulness of some parts of scripture that are “inspired”, but emphasizing instead the character of the entirety of scripture: all scripture and all facets of scripture, including the words are God’s production (Psalm 119:160 – “…the sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever”. Matt. 5:18 – “For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”). The idea that every word of scripture is inspired by God has been well summarized with the term Verbal Plenary Inspiration.

III. The Implications of Verbal Plenary Inspiration
This understanding of scripture is not an end in itself – the fact that all of scripture is God-breathed carries with it some weight, and in this section we will delve into the implications of inspiration for all of scripture:

a. Objectivity 
The scriptures are the breathed out words of God – this is a description of the nature of scripture, and not of a process. The idea that scripture becomes the Word of God when it subjectively speaks to an individual is thus alien to scripture. The scriptures are objectively the Word of God and are therefore objectively true and equally important in all parts.
b. Confidence
It is precisely because of the objective fact of inspiration that we can have confidence in every word of scripture. Revelation is not an earthly wisdom, doomed to pass away, but the very wisdom of God (1 Cor. 2:6,7). It is more dependable and carries more weight than even the most glorious personal ecstatic experience (2 Pet 1:16). We can trust our lives with scripture because scripture accomplish God’s will through his infinite power (Isa. 55:11 –“… so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”).
c. Inerrancy
Inerrancy is the term used to describe the Bible being without error.  However, it is important to note that the idea of inerrancy extends to the original manuscripts, and therefore accounts for scribal error and variances and imperfections with regard to translation. But the point is that what God says is true and without error, and the Bible is the Word of God. In every word and concept of scripture, therefore, we are able to trust that what is said is true, is factual, and without internal inconsistency.
It seems to me that the key concept both in the Scriptures and in the minds of those who use the term is truthfulness. Inerrancy has to do with truth. Hence, the positive side of the negative idea is that if the Bible is inerrant, it is wholly true.
 
d. Authority
To accept that the scriptures are of God is to accept God’s authority over us. The Bible is God’s revelation to his creatures of His will. We can be assured that because scripture is the voice of God, scripture’s authority is God’s authority.
This is revealed authority precisely because it has been given to us, finally and completely in the Word of God. The Word of God is authoritative precisely because it is God’s verbalized communication to His rational thinking creatures.

We do well, therefore to pay attention to it (1 Pet. 1:19) – these words are binding.

e. Sufficiency
In 2 Timothy 3:16, Paul does not leave us just with a statement about the nature of scripture. Embedded in this verse as evidenced by the testimony of other passages is the idea that scripture is complete – all that we need for life and godliness is available to us within the pages of God’s Word (2 Pet. 1:3). Scripture nowhere suggests that there are further unwritten truths that are necessary for our spiritual life. In fact, quite the contrary – 2 Tim 3:17 (“that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”) tells us that the inspired scriptures provide competence sufficient for every good work. In verse 16b of 2 Timothy 3 we are given the specific makeup of scripture’s sufficiency, which we now look at in more detail:
i. Sufficient for teaching.
The benchmark for godliness is found in scripture. Every acceptable standard is revealed to us, and therefore all we need to be taught can be found there. For the teacher and the taught, there is no need to look any further with reference to life and godliness.
ii. Sufficient for reproof.
God’s Word is living and active (Heb. 4:12) it is the Word of Christ, and no creature is hidden from His sight (Heb 4:13). The Word is the tool whereby the Lord cuts to the heart of men’s problems and brings conviction and change to their lives.
iii. Sufficient for correction.
The Word of God does not just point out the wrong; it presents the right and brings an erring one on to the paths of righteousness. We can come to the Word with full assurance that it will restore us in every area of spiritual life, and full confidence that it will guide us back from sin to righteousness.
iv. Sufficient for training in righteousness.
Not only do the scriptures correct, they preserve. The Word “leads us in paths of righteousness” (Ps. 23:3) and keeps us from sin (Ps. 119:11 – “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.”)

The sufficiency of scripture carries with it two parallel thoughts – first, the comfort of knowing that there is no need for us to search anywhere but scripture for the needs of the heart. Christ and His Word is sufficient to meet all our deepest needs. However, there is a second thought that carries with it a sense of dread – that no man dare to add or subtract from God’s all-sufficient Word:

No man, no church, no religious authority has any warrant from God to augment the inspired Word of Scripture with additional traditions, or to alter the plain sense of it by subjecting it to the rigors of a “traditional” meaning not found in the word itself. To do so is clearly to invalidate the Word of God – and we know what our Lord thinks of that (Matthew 15:6-9).

To acknowledge the sufficiency of the scripture is to cling to the God of scriptures with the understanding that He alone carries the balm for all of the issues of life. Scripture it itself is not the goal – Christ is, because it is through the scriptures that we find Him in his all-sufficiency (Psalm 62:5-7; Luke 24:25-27, 44-47).

IV. Confirmation by Christ and the Apostles
Inspiration is not a concept limited to one verse in scripture. In fact, throughout the New Testament we can find instances where this truth is affirmed in a number of ways. In this section, we will look at how Christ and the Apostles confirm this concept in the NT
:
a. Jesus treated the Old Testament account as factual.
There are numerous instances where we find Christ took the writings of the Old Testament as historical fact, including the miraculous accounts. His affirmation then puts the stamp of approval on the trustworthiness of all scripture (some notable instances of this: Matthew 19:4-5 –The creation account, Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26,27 – Noah and the flood, Luke 17:28-32 - Lot’s wife and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, John 6:31, 49.58 – Manna in the wilderness, Matthew 12:39-41; Luke 4:25,26 – Jonah and the great fish).
b. Jesus attributed the OT Scriptures to God.
In addition to his affirmation of events in the OT, we also see that Christ was clear that in a human sense what men wrote in the scriptures was ultimately God’s revealed word (examples of this can be found in Matthew 19:4-5 where in verse 5 He attributes what Moses wrote in Genesis 2:24 to the creator; also Matthew 15:3-6 where in verse 3 what Moses wrote in Exodus 20:12 is God’s command. Additionally, John 10:35 where the Psalms are called the word of God, and Mark 7:13 where the Law of Moses in verse 10 is called the word of God).
c. Jesus believed that prophesy in the Old Testament would come to pass.
Throughout the Gospels there is an urgency in the way Christ treats Old Testament writing: Christ believed not only that everything that was written in the OT would come to pass, he considered it necessary. The underlying emphasis is that God’s word cannot but be fulfilled, because at stake is the character of God (Matt 5:18 – “For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”). The Gospels are rife with Christ’s understanding of OT fulfillment - Matthew 13:14; Matthew 26:54 - "it must be so"; Mark 14:49; Luke 4:21; Luke 22:37; Luke 24:44 - "must be fulfilled"; John 13:18 - "will be fulfilled"; John 15:25 - "must be fulfilled"; John 17:12.
d. Jesus used the scriptures in his own temptation.
It is significant that Jesus did not only speak of the divine authority and origin of scriptures. When it came down to His own testing He answered Satan with scripture, revealing decisively his own personal confidence in the authority of what was written  – “it is written” (Matthew 4:4ff; Luke 4:4ff). It is also significant that the devil himself did not challenge the authority of the written scriptures. If Christ’s argument came from a weak or a false premise, we can be assured that the Devil would have attacked its veracity. 
Jesus’ confidence in the God-breathed scriptures shines through even clearer when at his point of deepest anguish, he expressed himself with the words of the psalmist – “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1; Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34) and “Into your hands I commit my spirit” (Psalm 31:5; Luke 23:46).
e. The Apostles viewed the Old Testament as the oracles of God.
Just as clear as it was to Christ, it was for the Apostles: throughout the New Testament we find allusions to the Old Testament which show us that Scripture speaking is God speaking. (Some examples: Romans 3:2 – OT is called “the oracles of God”; Also Acts 7:38) Additionally, the writers of the New Testament constantly to the Old Testament as “scripture”, used exclusively in the NT of the sacred writings. (Romans 1:2; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Timothy 3:15)
f. The Apostles viewed their own writings as authoritative.
Not only did the NT writers have a high view of the OT, they viewed their own authority as coming from God. There was a strong sense of authority in their writings – authority that called for obedience (Colossians 4:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:14 – the letters were to be read and obeyed) because the Apostles were the messengers of God. Paul specifically made clear that what he wrote was the authoritative word of God (1 Corinthians 2:13 – “And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.”), and thus he commanded with authority (1 Corinthians 7:17). 
Even a superficial survey of the New Testament make it abundantly clear that what Paul says to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16 is not an isolated statement but in fact built on a common view of scripture that is confirmed throughout scripture. What the Apostles understood and declared regarding the scriptures was in fact what Christ himself lived and believed.


To have understood the doctrine of inspiration is not enough. When we come to a realization that in our hands we hold the very “oracles of God” – authoritative in and sufficient for all realms of spiritual life, it is sensible that we align ourselves under it, that we pay careful attention to it, and that we seek Christ in the scriptures knowing with confidence that what we will find is true, is real, and is full of living power in every word.

To one who believes in the authenticity of the Gospels the person of Jesus has depth and breadth and balance and richness. He is real. He is known. What He said and what He did are of vital importance.

It is because of the truth of the inspiration of scripture that we are fully justified when we hang on God’s every word.
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