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Author

There is little or no dispute as to the author of this letter, Paul. In terms of its personal content directly related to the life and ministry of Paul there is no real reason to attest the letter’s writing to anyone else. 

Date

An exact date is not available, but scholars are in agreement that this letter was written around AD 56 or AD 57.  It is most likely that Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians in AD 55, toward the end of his third missionary journey, from Ephesus.  Paul mentions that he would stay in Ephesus till the next Pentecost, which was in the spring (1 Cor 16:8) of AD 56. Paul probably wrote his second letter to the Corinthians after he left Ephesus.

Place of Writing & Recipients

Written from Macedonia (2:13, 7:5, 8:1), likely written at Philippi (11:9 and Phil 4:15). Written specifically to the Church at Corinth, to be distributed to the saints in the region of Achaia (1:1)


Occasion of Writing

This is chronologically the third letter written to the church at Corinth. The first, known as the “lost letter” or the “previous letter” was written sometime before 1 Corinthians, and this fact is certain as referenced in that letter (1 Cor 5:9). In the lost letter, Paul warned the Corinthians not to associate with immoral persons, which was seemingly taken out of context (1 Cor 5:9-10). Paul heard reports of sin in the Corinthian church, as well as received questions from Corinth (1 Cor 7:1) needing answer – for these purposes, he wrote his second letter, what we call 1 Corinthians. After this, Paul made a visit to the Church as he had promised (1 Cor 16:6) known as the “painful visit” (2 Cor 2:1) which was not a success, partly because an immoral man (2:5-10) in the congregation as well as its shortness. Scholars say that on his return to Ephesus he wrote a “severe letter” based on 2 Cor 2:3,4 and 7:8, but there is no conclusive evidence why this severe letter cannot be his previous letter, 1 Corinthians, which has ample severity in places (1Cor 5). Even his references to the previous letter in 2 Cor 2:3,4 say that the purpose of writing it was to clear the way for what became his “painful visit” simply because what he wrote was not heeded. It does not seem a stretch to say then, that the “severe letter” is 1 Corinthians. Paul visited Troas to meet Titus (2:12,13) and met him in Macedonia, where he got positive news of  the Corinthians’ repentance (7:7). To completely deal with the issue, Paul wrote 2 Corinthians.

Purpose

To defend his character and apostleship (Chs 1-7, 10)

To address the problem of false apostles (Chs 10-12)

To encourage giving specifically for the poorer brothers in Jerusalem (Chs 8,9)

To deal with remaining sexual immorality in the Church (6:14-7:1)

Emphases & Themes

Comfort in suffering (1:3-11, 12)

Sufficiency in Christ (Ch 2, 12)

God’s strength in our weakness (4:7-12, 12:1-10)

Repentance (7:5-16)

The marks of a true apostle (Chs 1-7, 10)

Giving (8,9)

Basic Outline:

· Introductory Statements (1:1-11)

· Greetings (1:1-2)

· Comfort in Suffering (1:3-11)

· Paul Defends his Character (1:3-4:6)

· Paul defends his motives (1: 12-2:4)

· Paul defends the offending sinner (2:5-11)

· Paul defends his boldness (2:12-4:6)

· The underlying reason: Christ (2:12-17)

· The motivating confidence: The living Gospel (3:1-4:6)

· The results: courage (4:7-7:1)

· Courage by the power of God working through the weakness of man (4:7-16a)

· Courage through the hope of the eternal state (4:16b-5:10)

· Courage from reconciliation through Christ (5:11-7:1)

· Its Basis (5:11-21)

· Its outworking (6:1-7:1)

· Paul’s Exhortations  (7:2-9:15)

· Encouragement from Titus’ report (7:2-16)

· Exhortation about giving (8:1-15)

· Commendation of Titus to the Corinthians (8:16-24)

· Motivations for giving (9:1-15)

· Paul Defends his Apostleship (10:1-12:21)

· Paul defends his authority as from God (10:1-18)

· Paul addresses false apostles (11:1-12:21)

· Paul’s charge against the false apostles (11:1-6)

· Paul’s basis for his charge (11:7-1:21)

· His selfless ministry (11:7-15)

· His suffering as a minister (11:16-13)

· His spiritual experiences (12:1-10)

· His concern for the Corinthians (12:11-21)

· Closing Statements (13:1-10)

· Final exhortations (13:1-10)

· Final greetings (13:11-14)

