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Genre

Paul follows the standard format of Greco-Roman letters of his day as well as of his other epistles – we see in the opening (v1-3) that Paul first introduces himself, then the recipients (the Church at Corinth), begins with a common greeting (grace and peace) and starts his train of thought with a prayer (“blessed be…”). It is significant that Paul introduces himself as an “apostle”, considering that a major part of this letter’s content deals with false apostles in the Corinthian church, where Paul makes a detailed case for his authority as an Apostle over these so called “apostles”. Also significant is Paul’s reference to the “the Father of mercies and God of all comfort” in his opening prayer, which is a precursor to the theme throughout the book of suffering and comfort from God.

Form

Regarding the form of the letter, it is clear that this letter was written situationally and pastorally to address issue specific to the Corinthian church. We know that it is one in a chain of such letters, and from the letter itself as well as the broader context of the Corinthian epistles, we know of several issues that Paul directly deals with in 2 Corinthians – false apostles, immorality within the Church, giving. The letter also contains extended autobiographical information, parenetic sections (on giving, for example) which make it difficult to categorize under one single form.

