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2 Cor 1:8-11

8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

Literary Unit

As far as the division of this text goes, all other English version checked where paragraphs are distinct have subdivided verses 8-11 as one complete section. The Greek NT also does the same, and there is no reason in the text to believe otherwise.

Purpose of this Section

This section is a hinge that segues us from Paul’s prayer to a defense of his motives in ministry.

This unit comes right after Paul’s thanksgiving to Christ for His comfort during affliction, and the resulting outflow of that comfort to others. His confidence is that with suffering will come comfort. 

The conjunction “For” links our section with the preceding section, indicating we will be given a reason for his asserted confidence that the Corinthians’ sufferings would result in comfort: that He himself is no stranger to the experience of intense suffering, and the resulting deliverance from the Lord.

He conjunction “For” in vs 12 links our section with the following section and further develops his train of thought, that his sufferings on behalf of the churches indicate Paul’s sincerity of motive in ministry.

