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Observations:

· Author: Paul, also Timothy (1:1)

· Situation and themes: 

· Suffering

· Accountability for previous exhortations

· Worldliness/Idolatory

· Presence of False Apostles

· Repeated Themes/Ideas:

· Suffering/Comfort (1:2-11, 5:1-10, 7:4-6)

· Confidence/Boasting (3:1-6, 7:13-16, 9:1-5, 10:1-15, 11:16-12:10)

· Paul’s defense of his ministry (1:12-2:17, 7:2-16, 10:1-12:21)

· Sufficiency (2:16. 3:5, 9:8)

· People:

· Titus (2:13, 7:13, 8:6,16.23; 12:17)

· Timothy (1:19)

· Sylvanus (1:19)

· Places:

· Macedonia (1:16, 7:5, 8:1, 9:2,4; 11:9)

· Corinth (1:1, 6:11)

· Achaia (1:1, 9:2, 11:10)

· Troas (2:12)

Basic Outline:

· Introductory Remarks (1:1-11)

· Greetings (1:1-2)

· Comfort in Suffering (1:3-11)

· Defense (1:3-4:6)

· Paul defends his motives (1: 12-2:4)

· Paul defends the offending sinner (2:5-11)

· Paul defends his boldness (2:12-4:6)

· The underlying reason: Christ (2:12-17)

· The motivating confidence: The living Gospel (3:1-4:6)

· Courage from God (4:7-7:1)

· Boasting in the power of God through the weakness of man (4:7-16a)

· Boasting in the hope of the eternal state (4:16b-5:10)

· Boasting in reconciliation through Christ (5:11-7:1)

· Its Basis (5:11-21)

· Its outworking (6:1-7:1)

· Practical Matters (7:2-9:15)

· Encouragement from Titus’ report (7:2-16)

· Exhortation about giving (8:1-15)

· Commendation of Titus to the Corinthians (8:16-24)

· Motivations for giving (9:1-15)

· Defense (10:1-12:21)

· Paul defends his authority as from God (10:1-18)

· Paul addresses false apostles (11:1-12:21)

· The charge against them (11:1-6)

· The defense of the charge (11:7-1:21)

· Paul’s selfless ministry (11:7-15)

· Paul’s suffering as a minister (11:16-13)

· Paul’s spiritual experiences (12:1-10)

· Paul’s concern for the Corinthians (12:11-21)

· Closing Remarks (13:1-10)

· Final exhortations (13:1-10)

· Final greetings (13:11-14)

General Notes:

· True effective ministry comes from the personal experience of being ministered to (1:4)

· Suffering is God’s means for our humility (1:9)

· Christ is the complete fulfillment of God’s promises (1:20)

· Paul has made at least one previous trip to Corinth (2:1,2)

· Competency for effective ministry comes from Christ (3:5,6)

· We minister not law but a living Gospel of righteousness through Christ! (3:4-11)

· The living Gospel is the means for bold, confident ministry (4:1)

· Paul’s ministry is saturated with the exaltation of Christ (3:4,5)

· Christ’s reconciliation of us to God motivates ministry (ch 6,7, 8, 9)

· Paul is in the business of discipling and sending out ministers: trust is key (Titus, 9:16-24)

· A life of integrity and faithfulness lends authority to ministry (ch 10, 11, 12)

· A minister need not limit himself in sacrifice (ch 11)

· Ministry does involve personal emotional investment, not just distant management (12:11-21)

