Romans Background (1-8)

Greek Grammar & Exegesis

16th April  2008

Stephen Williams

Author

The Author of the book of Romans is identified in the letter as Paul (1:1). There is no significant argument against Pauline authorship. Apparently Paul dictated the letter to Tertius (16:22) who may have been a secretary to Paul.

Date of Writing

Paul had just finished raising funds for the believers in Jerusalem (15:26-28). Acts 20:1-2 corroborates this timeline, letting us know that this would have been written a year after Paul left on his third missionary journey. This would place the writing of the letter around 57 AD.

Place of Writing

Romans was most probably written from Corinth. Romans 16:1-2 mention Phoebe as the one who carried the letter, who came from Cenchrea. Also, Gaius, who was a prominent leader in Corinth (1 Cor 1:14), was Paul’s host (Rom 16:23).

Recipients

Explicitly the book is written to the saints in Rome (Romans 1:7,15), which consisted of a mixture of Gentiles (1:13, 11:13) as well as Jews (References to the Law in Chapter 2 imply this).

Occasion and Purpose of Writing

Paul’s desire was that obedience to and faith in Christ is preached to all the Gentiles (Rom 1:5). He wanted to come to Rome for a visit (15:22-24) and  establish a base of operations there for ministry in the western regions, just as Antioch had been for his ministry in the east. Romans was written with a multiple purpose: To unite the believers in Rome, both Jew and Gentile, so that they would be united in their ministry of the Gospel in preparation for Paul’s visit. Also, Paul wrote Romans as a systematic treatise on the Gospel as his legacy of ministry, to ask for prayer support, and finally, to deal with anti-Semitism that might have been on the rise under Claudius (Rom 8-10).

Emphases and Themes

Justification by Faith (1:16-17)

The Righteousness of God (3:21-25)

Equality of Jew and Gentile in condemnation and salvation (Chapter 1- 3)

Sanctification (Chs 6-8)

Structure (1-8)

· God’s Righteousness vindicated in Condemnation (1:1 – 3:20)

· The Righteousness of God Vs The Unrighteousness of Man (1:1-32)

· God’s Righteous Judgment (2:1-29)

· All are equally Judged (2:1-11)

· All are equally Condemned (2:12-29)

· God’s Righteousness upheld through Judgment (3:1-20) 

· God’s Righteousness displayed in Justification (3:21-5:21)

· God’s Righteousness shown by Christ’s justifying work (3:21-31)

· God’s Righteousness exemplified by Abraham’s justifying faith (4:1-25)

· God’s Righteousness effectuated through Justification (5:1-21)

· Peace (5:1)

· Hope (5:2)

· Joy (5:3-11)

· Life (5:12-21)

· God’s Righteousness manifested in Sanctification (6:1-8:39)

· Dead to Sin, Alive to God (6:1-14)

· Slaves to Righteousness (6:15-23)

· Freedom from Law (7:1-6)

· Struggle with flesh but Life in the Spirit (7:7-8:11)

· Adoption as Sons (8:12-17)

· Future Glory (8:18-30)

· Security in Christ (8:31-39)

Romans 8:12-17 

In all the versions checked, vs 12-17 is the logical paragraph section. There was no deviation from this pattern.

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
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