Stephen Williams

OBSERVATIONS ON EPHESIANS 5:18

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit

What the verse does say:

1. “And” indicates that there is some connection –continuation between this verse and what precedes it in context.

2. “Do not” is a present tense command.

3. The speaker is Paul, introduced in the first verse of the book (1:1).

4. Paul had the authority of an apostle (1:1)

5. The recipients are stated as being from the Church in Ephesus (1:1)

6. The recipients are “saints” – implying that Paul is writing to believers. (1:1)

7. The recipients were characterized as faithful (1:1)

8. In the preceding context, Paul has been outlining what the lifestyle of someone truly saved looks like – how a Christian should walk (4:1-5:17).

9. The previous verse implies that this command is part of the wisdom of understanding the will of the Lord (5:17).

10. The command is not to get drunk with wine.

11. “For” indicates a reason for the preceding statement.

12. The reason given is that “that”, “getting drunk with wine“ equals debauchery

13. Debauchery means excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures or intemperance.

14. “But” indicates contrast with the previous statement. Getting drunk is contrasted with being filled.

15. Be filled is a present tense statement – implying an ongoing need.

16. The content of the filling is the Spirit.

17. Eph 1:13 says that recipients were given the Spirit at salvation. Therefore, filling is a process after their salvation.

18. The filling is from an outside source - “be filled” is a passive term.

19. The effects of this filling is explained in the following verses (5:19-21)

What the verse does not say:

1. This verse does not prohibit consumption of wine.

2. It does not necessarily indicate that the recipients were drunkards.

3. It does not say that people can fill themselves with the Spirit or control Him in some way.

4. The verse does not mention the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

5. The command is not limited to a certain group of the recipients.

Key questions to be answered:

1. What is this passage saying about the consumption of alcohol?

2. What does Scripture say elsewhere about drinking alcohol?

3. Why should we not be drunk with wine? What is the significance of the sin of debauchery?

4. What else do the Scriptures have to say about being drunk?

5. Is there any historical connection with wine and drunkenness in the Church at Ephesus?

6. How is someone to be filled with the Spirit? Whose work is it?

7. If “be filled” is a passive phrase, how can Paul command someone to be so?

8. What is the significance of a contrast between getting drunk with wine and being filled with the Spirit?

9. What is the meaning of “filled with the Spirit? Where else and in what context is this term used?

10. In what measure can one be “filled” with the Spirit?

11. Why do people who already have the Spirit need to be filled with the Spirit?

12. What is the purpose of being filled with the Spirit?

13. Why does Paul command people who he has already called “faithful” (1:1)?

14. What is the difference between “baptism” and “filling” of the Spirit?

