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Biblical Eldership by Alexander Strauch is a book “aimed primarily at churches that practice eldership but misunderstand its true biblical character and mandate.
”. It is an organized, comprehensive and exegetical study of eldership with a strong scriptural foundation throughout. Strauch never strays far from the text, which gives his material authority far above mere opinion. Additionally, because of Strauch’s orderliness in approaching the subject, I found the book to be a great resource that every pastor does well to have in his library as a reference on the subject.

In the first part of the book, Strauch takes five chapters to emphasize five major principles that are essential in biblical eldership. These are areas where secular thinking has infected the church, and for each issue Strauch presents the biblical model that the Church must follow. Firstly, in opposition to the idea that elders are administrators, separate from pastoral ministry, he shows us that in Scripture there is no distinction between the role of an elder and a pastor. Eldership is primarily a spiritual position, not administrative. Secondly, pastoral oversight is not the work of a lone leader, but of a council of qualified equals. This fosters accountability and growth within the leadership. Strauch deals thirdly with the controversial issue of male leadership. The Bible’s plain teaching is clear – while there is no inferiority or superiority between males and females, the pattern of headship and submission is clear throughout the Bible, as is the exclusion of women from Church eldership. The fourth issue dealt with is the need for qualified shepherd elders – qualifications that are not cultural but scriptural, and here too Scripture clearly lists God’s requirements for the leaders of His flock. Last in this section Strauch presents Christ’s example of servant leadership. An elder is not a ruler or a dictator, but put in his position by Christ to serve the flock. Authority does not mean authoritarianism.

In the second part of his book, Strauch takes time to defend the idea of biblical eldership. Contrary to the notion that Church government is a non-essential matter, Strauch presents a strong defense of the fact that where scripture is concerned, this matter is not only important, but also essential for the health and spiritual growth of the Church. Strauch proves his point by taking us through the model of the early NT church as well as instructions given about elders and to elders by the Apostles. Eldership is not only the best understanding of the New Testament pattern, the mandate for eldership is also clear (Titus 1:5).

In the third part of this book Strauch devotes a chapter apiece to biblical exposition on all the texts relating to eldership in the Bible. This crucial section is the under-girding for the rest of the book. Strauch rightly concludes, “if reverent, accurate exposition of God’s Word will not convince Christian people of the nature and importance of biblical eldership, then nothing will.
” First Strauch deals with Acts, and the roles of, functions of and instruction to the Jewish and Gentile elders in the early Church. Next he exposits from Paul’s letters to the Churches (1 Thessalonians & Philippians) and gleans instructions about how a congregation should treat its leaders and the definition of “elder”. Next Strauch addresses Paul’s instruction to Timothy about elder qualifications, honor, discipline & assessment. To Titus, Paul teaches on elder roles for proper order. To the Asian elders (1 Peter) Peter addresses elders directly with regard to motivations and responsibility. Finally (in my chosen reading) Strauch presents instruction from James where an elder is shown as an example of prayer and ministerial concern – having a shepherd’s heart.

I found Biblical Eldership to be clear, accurate and well organized. I appreciate the fact that this book is a result of Strauch’s own struggle with and a desire for a biblical understanding of the issue of eldership – which explains its balance and clarity. Because he stays close to scripture throughout, I cannot find fault with his conclusions. Strauch mentions that as a pastor he was shocked to discover no full-length books on this issue. In my opinion, this book has filled the void well.
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