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Definitions

1. Marriage:

The union of a man and a woman (Gen 2:18-24) in a lifelong covenant (Malachi 2:14) so that the man and his wife become one unit, one flesh (Gen 2:24) in a relationship that models Christ’s relationship with His Church (Eph 5:31,32)

2. Divorce:

Breaking a marriage covenant (Deut 24:1-4, Matt 19:8), which is hateful to God (Mal 2:16) because marriage reflects His relationship between His bride, the Church (Eph 5:31,32). God allowed divorce as the very last resort (Matt 19:8) in a few narrow circumstances related to adultery and unbelieving spouses (Matt 10:9, 1 Cor 7:12-16) because of the man’s stubbornness of heart (Matt 19:8).

3. Re-Marriage:

A divorced man or woman is given the grace to re-marry in cases where the divorce took place as the very last resort on two grounds: Adultery (Matt 19:9) or when an unbelieving spouse leaves (1 Cor 7:12-16), in which case the remaining spouse is considered no longer bound (1 Cor 7:15), and free (1 Cor 7:27) but not mandated to remarry.

4. Immorality:

The broad category of sexual sin (Eph 5:3) that is not restricted to acts of sin such as fornication, but the thoughts and intentions of the heart combined. These are sins because they seek satisfaction outside God’s ordained bounds of marriage (1Cor 7:2). It is God’s will that we abstain from all forms of sexual immorality (1 Thess 4:3). Sexual Immorality might be grounds for divorce (Matt 19:9) when all other recourses have been exhausted.

5. Adultery:

Unfaithfulness to one’s God-given spouse from within the marriage covenant (Like every other sin, it is not the act alone that God considers sin but the thought itself (Matt 5:27). Marriage where either or both of the spouses have had a prior unbiblical divorce (Matt 19:9) is considered adultery.

6. & 20: Leave, Cleave and One Flesh:

(Gen 2:24, Matt 19:5, Mark 10:7, Eph 5:31) When A Christian man and woman enter into marriage covenant, they become an independent family unit, spiritually and physically. This implies leaving behind dependency on and authority under any other relationship and holding fast to each other with the God-given pattern as the model (Eph 5:22-31),with total unity physical and spiritual as the goal. 

7. Headship:

Biblically, the husband is given the position head of the wife by virtue of being male. This headship is by sovereign decree, not because of any inherent superiority (1 Cor 11:2,3). Headship is to be understood not in terms of sinful misuses, but the divine model that Christ exemplifies over His Church (Eph 5:22-24), tempered by love (Eph 5:25)

8. Submission:

Submission implies obedience to an established authority, in Christian terms, those that are ordained by God. With regards to marriage, submission is the volitional, regenerated response of a wife to put herself under her husband’s authority (Eph 5:24), as her obedience to the Lord (Col 3:18). This involves affirming her husband’s leadership and using her gifts to carry it through. Submission does not mean subjugation, silence (1 Pet 3:1-2), blind obedience or compromising the Word of Christ (Col 3:16), it should not involve fear (1 John 4:18). 

9. Humility:

Modeled from the example of Christ himself (Phil 2:5-7), the humble person does not act from selfishness, but considers the other person’s interest as more important than his or her own. This attitude then plays itself out in selfless love (Phil 2:3-4).

10. Love:

Biblical love is in every way distinct and opposite to the love of the world. Biblical love finds its definition in Christ’s love for sinners (1 John 4:9). It is not based on feeling, but on choice and steadfast (Rom 8:39), selfless, sacrificial (Jn 3:16) action. Love initiates action regardless of response (1 Jn 4:9).

11. Weaker Vessel:

1 Peter 3:7 reveals to us that the woman is the weaker vessel in the marriage relationship. This is true physically, emotionally as well as spiritually. Women are to be protected from physical harm. They are more prone to emotional highs and lows, and it is the responsibility of the husband to be aware of the issues and be the stabling force in his wife’s life. Spiritually, a woman is generally more susceptible to being led astray, and the husband needs to exercise leadership so that the home is founded on the Truth of God’s Word.

12. Forgiveness:

Based again on Christ’s example, while sins are impossible to forget, for the wronged party to forgive means that they freely acquit a sinner for wrongs done so that the sinner is never again held guilty for their sins, and those sins are never brought up by the wronged party again (Col 3:13, Eph 4:32).

13. Honor and Respect:

To honor and respect is to hold someone or something in high regard – it is an inward attitude that treasures its object so that love and consideration of that object’s character are the focus (1 Pet 3:7). This attitude plays out in visible behavior that properly reflects the value that is placed on the object of honor and respect. 

14. Suitable Helper:

Gen 2:18,19 – God’s desire was to provide a companion for Adam who would be his perfect helper – someone who was tailor made to provided for his lacks like no other could. In bringing the animals to Adam, God was demonstrating to Adam this need, and no suitable helper was found (v20). Verses 21 and 22 then show us God’s perfectly crafted solution to this dilemma of Adam’s. He created woman, from Adams side, signifying equality, who would perfectly meet Adam’s need for companionship and for complementing his weaknesses with her strengths. The creation of a helper implies that Adam needed help.

15. Volitional Love:
Volitional love is willful – God chose to love us, not based on any merit or desirability in us, but based solely on his will. It was not sourced by romantic emotion or feelings of attraction. (John 15:16)

16. Contra Conditional Love:

This kind of love is exhibited against all human logic. It is a display of love when the proper response should be the opposite, based on the state of the object of love. Yet God demonstrates this love, by loving sinners (Rom 5:8).

17. Purifying and Constructive Love:

Biblical love has an edifying goal – it builds up the object of its love towards greater Christlikeness and holiness. It is an encouraging love modeled on the pattern of Christ’s sanctifying work on the Church (Eph 5:26,27).

18. Servant Leadership:

Biblical leadership is based on the example of Christ (Phil 2:6,8) who, being all-powerful and all-sufficient, emptied himself for the sake of his bride, the church (Eph 5:25-27) modeling servanthood to the point of death (1 Jn 3:16). It is leadership that does not subjugate or humiliate but sacrifices for the ones in its care, which protects and provides, never abdicating these responsibilities (1 Cor 11:2,7-9).

19. Mercy and Compassion:

Mercy is the withholding of just punishment (Eph 2:4,5). Compassion is the predisposition of heart that leads to expressing acts of mercy on the undeserving (Luke 10:33, Luke 15:20, James 5:11). In a marital context, it involves a sense of understanding and a forgiving spirit (1 Peter 3:7).

Essay Questions

1. Biblical Basis for Complimentarian View:
God created men and women as equal in his divine image (Gen 1:26-28). Yet God created a difference both physically as well as in terms of purpose. Each gender has been assigned distinct roles by God. The man is designed to be the leader in the church (1 Tim 2:12-14), the head of his family (1 Corinthians 11:3), the provider, the protector, the husband (1 Cor 11:2-16) and father. The wife is created to be the perfect helpmeet for her husband (Gen 2:18-24), a wife, a mother, an encourager (Titus 2:3-8).


2. Reasons why a godly marriage is important:

a. God created marriage for godly companionship (Gen 2:18, Prov 2:17, 1:Pet 3:7)

b. God created marriage for procreation: raising up children in the knowledge of the Lord (Gen 1:26, Mal 2:15, Ps 127, Ps 128)

c. Custodianship: working together, taking care of creation. (gen 1:28, Acts 18:1-3, 1 Pet 3:7)

d. As a illustrative demonstration to the world of God’s love and Christ’s relationship with His Church. (Eph 5:22-32)

3. Counsel to a godly woman married to an ungodly man:

a. Seek reconciliation and restoration (Luke 17:3-4).

b. Submit to him in all things as a Christian wife, to the Lord, except when he calls you to sin (Col 3:18)

c. Seek the advice and counsel of the leaders of the church.

d. Contact the authorities in case of an abusive relationship, because a crime is being committed.

e. Do not seek separation or divorce as an immediate out, live as an example of Christlike love, and seek to win him over to submission to Christ, by your actions (1 Cor 7:12-17).

f. Divorce should only be a last resort (1 Cor 7:12) if all attempts have failed and the ungodly/unbelieving spouse leaves and/or refuses to reconcile and give up unfaithfulness to the wife. 

4. Reasons why marriage is permanent

a. Matt 19:5,6 – God declared that marriage is ordained by him, and whom he has joined no one should separate.

b. Prov 5:18 – God decrees a one-source satisfaction, ie, within the husband-wife relationship which is permanent. 

c. Malachi 2:13-6 – God considers the marriage covenant a reflection of His covenant with his people. and thus divorce is detestable in his eyes, because he never breaks covenant.

d. Gen 2:24 – Leave and cleave – the idea is finality. There is no indication of any circumstance where this cleaving can be undone.
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