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Introduction: 

On asking a Christian what the main object of the Christian life is, the immediate answer will be “to glorify God”. In other words, worship (Psalm 43:6-7) is the goal of the Christian. Missions and worship are inseparable. “Missions exists because worship doesn’t” 
 It is because God is in the business of redeeming worshippers for himself from all nations that missions exists.

In order to understand God’s plan for the redemption of men, it is necessary to paint a complete picture – to understand that scripture is saturated from start to finish with God’s plan for the redemption of nations.

We will only be in line with God’s purposes related to missions when we understand the scope and grandness of the scale of God’s intention. We will look at three aspects of God’s  plan in scripture.

1. The Plan was Long Established
To develop an overview of scripture, we will build a foundation of three pillar texts, beginning, middle and end, that show us from start to finish that God’s redemption plan is the same as it has always been and will remain so till the end of time.
a. Pillar One: Gen 12:1-3
· Timeframe - Abrahamic Covenant: “all the nations of the earth will be blessed”. At the establishment of his covenant with the Jews, God clearly stated that his plan already included the redemption of all nations.

· Galatians 3:8 clarifies the nature of the blessing to the families of the earth: we see that in this covenant to Abraham, God foretold his plan of justification!

· Thus, from the beginning the plan was always the salvation of the nations by the justifying work of Christ. 
b. Pillar Two: Matthew 28:18-20

· Timeframe: Jesus is commissioning his disciples at his departure, outline their course of action in ministry: that which Christ had prepared them to accomplish.
· With the Abrahamic covenant fresh in mind, it is easy to see the parallel language “all nations” vs. “all families” – we can see that , Christ is establishing a continuation of the same purpose that was outlined to Abraham.
· From the OT to the New Covenant in Christ, we see that the plan is still the same.

c. Pillar Three: Revelation 5:9,10
· Timeframe: The apex of the salvation story –the completion of God’s redemption plan.
· We observe a declaration of the worthiness and majesty of Christ, with his death in view: that he was slain as the substitutionary lamb for the purpose of redeeming, purchasing with his blood, people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.
· Again, an echo of the Abrahamic covenant – this time in it’s complete fulfillment. The nations of the earth are blessed, through the redemption that comes through Christ, for God’s ultimate glory.
2. The Purview is Universal: Unto the ends of the Earth
We will now hang a sampling of texts from the rest of scripture on these three pillar texts in order to understand the scope of God’s plan for missionary enterprise. In doing so, it will become evident how rife scripture is with this teaching.
a. From Abraham to Christ (Between Gen 12 to Matt 28):
· OT prophecies about Christ’s work show us that the extent of Gods plan was always for the redemption of people from every nation.
a. Psalm 22:  Christ on the cross. Vs 27-28 outline for us the result of this work: From the ends of the earth, “all the families” of the earth will worship Christ. Notice the Abrahamic Covenant language.
b. Psalm 2:8: The nations as an inheritance
· Even Christ in his ministry emphasized that the purpose of OT testimony about him was fulfilled in the repentance of people from all nations based on His cross work (Luke 24:44-47 – vs 44 “must be fulfilled”)
b. From Christ to Revelation (Between Matt 28 to Rev 5):
· The Apostles focused on the same goal.
· Romans 15:8-12, Paul tells us that Christ came to fulfill the promises to the Jews, but also ultimately to the gentiles 
· Vs 9: “and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.” This language echoes Revelation 5 – the slain Lamb is worshipped because of his merciful work of redemption.

Scripture is clear that the plan has always that through the Jews, specifically through the one Jew, Christ, people from all nations will become worshippers of Christ for His mercy through His substitutionary death on the behalf of sinners. The summation of this plan is what we see played out during the final act in Revelation 5.

3. The Product is Assured
Let us look in brief at the drama at the end of the story of God’s mission, from Revelation 5, where we clearly have outlined for us what is the end result of God’s work.
a. Vs 1-4

· The scroll: Referring to a title deed of possession of property (Jer. 32:7-18). In this case, possession of the nations.
a. Written within and without: giving us a sense that the scroll contains God’s complete purpose for all of creation.
b. The need for the scroll to be opened implies the idea of foreclosure, condemnation of the peoples of the earth. The earth is under false ownership, and the deed will make clear whose is the true dominion (Psalm 2).
· No one is found to open the scroll. There are two aspects to this need that are clear in the text:
a. No one is able (vs 3)
b. No one is worthy (vs 4)
b. Vs 5-10
· As John weeps with the realization of the implications of no one being found, he is comforted (v5) by one of the elders. As the scene plays out there are two images of Christ that fit perfectly the need.
a. The conquering Lion (Gen 49:10) implies power, supremacy, and authority. No one but Christ is able by virtue of power and preeminence to open the scroll.
b. The slain Lamb (Isa 53:7) is presented, again in contrast to all others, as the only one worthy to open the scroll, because He was slaughtered as the sacrificial substutionary atonement for the redemption of people from every tribe and language and people and nation (vs 9). Notice, v6:
i. Seven horns representing omnipotence
ii. Seven eyes, representing omniscience (Zech 4:10)
iii. Seven spirits sent into all the earth representing both Christ’s omnipresence as well as his world-wide mission.
c. Vs 11-14
· Christ’s worthiness and certain accomplishment of His redemption work have been clearly displayed. He is at the center of the heavenly scene, ineffably preeminent, so that the absolute completion of his eternal purpose through his covenant to Israel is clear in all the nations of the Earth.
· In response to these recognitions, the heavenly creatures bow in their song eternal praise.
4. Conclusion: 
I believe Isaiah (Isa 6) saw a similar future scene of Christ the Exalted, unfolding the conclusion of his covenant purposes. As he acknowledges his utter unworthiness  and his inability to participate in the scene worship (unlean lips) his sin is atoned for, he is prepared for ministy. If Revelation 5 is put parallel to Isa 6, two things become clear:
a. The immediate question posed is related to missions – who will go for us? Who will proclaim Christ? Who will preach redemption so that people may come and worship? Having looked at the certain unfolding of things to come, it is only natural that the question for the present (Isaiah’s time and ours) is this: Having seen the future, will it not become imperative in the present to herald what God’s plan is all about? To be a part of this plan? To go?
b. Isaiah’s quick response also then becomes the natural response. “Here I am, send me”. Isaiah realized that God’s plan would be established with or without him, and he wisely chose to align himself with what God is doing. It is of note that a major part of Isaiah’s writings is prophecy related to Messiah as redeeming lamb.
The question is the same for us. Having caught a glimpse of the beginning and the end of God’s plan for the nations – we are presented with a choice: The train is at the station, the origin and destination are set, it will set out as planned. Stay as is, or get on board.

� Piper, John, Let the Nations Be Glad! 2d ed., 2nd (Baker Academic, 2003), 17





PAGE  
6

