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1. What is the author’s main point and emphasis and how does he unfold and present it?

The reading covers four chapters relating to the supremacy of God in missions: First, that Missions is purposed by God to make worshippers of people from all nations – that while there are unsaved on the earth, the Church’s second mission apart from worship is to preach the gospel so that all may declare the worth of Christ. Second, that saturation of praying people is what under girds an effective missionary undertaking by storming the gates of heaven to save souls – God is the one who saves, not missionaries, and the historical testimony of effective missions resounds with these truths. Third, that God’s worth is far more than the pains of loss and suffering that are inevitable when one embarks on the missionary call. The fourth chapter shows us that Christ is the urgent need of the world – that the horrors of eternal torment stamped on every unredeemed person because of sin is in stark contrast to the glory of God that they have spurned. Salvation is found in none other than Christ, therefore, the declaration of Christ’s atoning work for salvation is a wartime necessity.

2. What are his strongest points and how does he support them?

Chapter 1 – God is about Himself. He seeks his own supremacy and His purpose in redeeming men is so that they can find satisfaction in both seeking and reflecting his Glory. This makes the mission effort supremely Christ centered and takes away the focus off man. It also highlights the urgency of the cause – that God will accomplish this purpose and therefore it is sensible that the Church align itself with this course.

Chapter 2 – That prayer is the natural outflow of a wartime mentality. God’s election makes the cause hopeful not unnecessary. When we understand the urgency of missions, and realize that God is the source of effective missions who uses men, then the Church will storm the gates of heaven to plead God for the souls of men. The great missionary undertakings all were under girded with fervent prayer.

Chapter 3 – A simple truth, that when we come to understand a measure of the worth of God, then proclaiming him will become far more urgent than a care for pain or suffering. Testimonies of such a realization and fervor abound. In fact, God appoints suffering for the lives of his messengers for a plethora of reasons, not least to propagate stories of such fervor and faithfulness to the next generations of missionaries.

Chapter 4 – The necessity of Christ for a world of sinners is clear, and it is only when we realize the reality of hell, of condemnation, of hopelessness and understand that men need to hear the Word of Christ to be saved, that we will go, that we will send. Because apart from hearing the Gospel, men have no hope.

3. Are there any areas where you disagree or think the author is unclear?

This book is extremely challenging and purpose forming. One truth that I would like developed more is the place of missions in the OT era.

