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Missionary enterprise in this generation is at a height that it has never been, in terms of organizational mass, sheer numbers of people, financial investment and geographical reach. We are in an age where the Church has the means to reach the farthest tribe and nation at an unprecedented level. It would seem foolhardy to criticize or analyze something at such a stage of execution. However, it is important to analyze every trend in light of scripture, not just to discern truth from error, but to understand how better we can bring our wills, our ministry, and our passions in line with God’s will and His desire. Otherwise missions and ministry is a self-seeking, and a cursory glance of current methodologies does show this dangerous tendency. A. W. Tozer prophetically identified this trend in missions half a century ago, calling it the “New Cross”:

The new cross encourages a new and entirely different evangelistic approach. The evangelist does not demand abnegation of the old life before a new life can be received. He preaches not contrasts but similarities. He seeks to key into public interest by showing that Christianity makes no unpleasant demands; rather, it offers the same thing the world does, only on a higher level. Whatever the sin-mad world happens to be clamoring after at the moment is cleverly shown to be the very thing the gospel offers, only the religious product is better. 

The issue, Tozer diagnosed rightly, is that if anything but the Glory of God at the heart of the missionary enterprise, it diminishes God’s character, His greatness and work.

To try to get souls saved at the expense of the glory of God is to cheat God of his glory and not get souls saved anyhow. We just make proselytes who aren’t Christians but something else. (Sermon, “Prayer.” Chicago, 1956)

It is clear that God’s Glory is the heart of God’s desire to redeem men. We will seek in this paper to understand why God is fully justified in seeking His own glory in all that He does, we will discover from scripture that this pursuit is his clear motive not only in all he does, but specifically in missions, and finally we will uncover why seeking His glory is the only right motive for us in our pursuit of missions.

1. God is Fully Justified in Being Jealous for His Own Glory

To first understand what God is doing with regards to missions, we need to understand what the Bible teaches regarding the core of His desire with regards to all that He is and all that He has created. God’s glory refers to the weight of His reputation, His worth, and His excellence. It is because of the His nature as God that He is fully justified in being zealous for the pursuit of His own repute. He is the only perfectly excellent being in every aspect of his character and work. Let us take a look at what scripture tells us about the character of God:

a. He is the only self-existent being, none can hold claim over Him.
The Lord provides for himself in complete satisfaction in and of Himself, with no outside impetus. Scripture explains more the extent of this self-sufficiency.

i. The Lord, Self-sufficient in need

Paul, in His sermon to the stoics and philosophers presented to them a picture of God that was totally alien to their idea of a very needy being, unable to function without the help of his followers. Rather, God is the creator, who “made the world and everything in it,” who is not “served by human hands, as though he needed anything”, but who rather is the source of all things “since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything” (Acts 17:24-25). 

ii. The Lord, self-sufficient in love

Jesus, in His high priestly prayer speaks of the love that the father had for the son “before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24). In this brief statement we get a glimpse of an eternal love that existed in eternity, and a love that is great enough to overflow to us, his children (v26). God does not need love; in His Trinitarian being there is an expression of Love that is far above any love we can offer.

iii. The Lord, Self-sufficient in glory

If we were to think that somehow our pursuit of God’s glory is somehow giving to Him what he needs, in the same prayer, Jesus speaks of a glory that existed between the Son and the Father before the world was created (John 17:5). 

We may conclude that the pleasure of God in his son is pleasure in Himself. Since the Son is the image of God and the radiance of God and the dorm of God, equal with God, and indeed is God, therefore God’s delight in the Son is delight in Himself.

There was and is a fullness of glory that the Trinitarian God experiences in and of Himself. Our worship and glorification is merely ascribing to God what is true of Him already – it is speaking rightly of Him, as we understand the magnitude of His worth.
b. He created all things for His pleasure, and it is incumbent upon the created to acknowledge their creator.
The work of creation was not ultimately an act of God’s need in any sense. In creating all things, God acted as sovereign, decreeing that which he wished to exist for the sake of His own enjoyment – all that was made came from Him and was purposed for Him. Scripture abounds with passages with this declaration:

i. Rom 11:35-36: “Or who has give a gift to him that he might be repaid? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever.”

ii. Isa 43:7: “…everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

iii. Rev 4:11: “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

iv. John 1:3: “All things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.” Also, 1 Cor. 8:6.

c. The infinite glory of His attributes demand acknowledgement as infinitely worthy of praise.
i. Isa 40:25-31: “Have you not known? Have you not heard?” God’s attributes are manifestly displayed in His creation and work for all to comprehend and ascribe praise to Him.

ii. Isa 46:3-5: “to whom will you liken me and make me equal, and compare me, that we might be alike?” God is like no other. He alone is supremely glorious in the display of His character. It is because of His unparalleled excellence that He is absolutely justified in being protective of His name and His worthiness. (Isa 48:11-12).

iii. Moses on Mount Sinai asked to see God’s glory. Whatever Moses might have expected in this request, what God displayed as he let Moses see a fraction of His goodness was not just His brightness of splendor, but the specific wonders of His attributes – “The Lord”, supreme over all things (Ex 33:18-19), shown as “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 33:5-6). 

Scripture is abundantly clear that God fully deserves acknowledgement of His infinite value in every respect. Scripture also paints a clear picture of how God acts to accomplish this purpose in creation.

2. God Has Purposefully Planned all of Creation for His Glory

a. The primary purpose of creation is to glorify God.
Psalms 8 and 19 vividly paint the picture of creation proclaiming the glories of God just by fact of existence. What God has created reflects in part the majesty of His splendor. That all of creation glorifies God is the fulfillment of its created purpose.
The health of the world is worship. When intelligent, moral creatures are in tune in worship, we have the symphony of creation. But anywhere there is not worship, there is discord and broken strings. 

b. The primary focus of man is to glorify God.

God created man “in His image”(Gen 1:27). The very sense of image implies reflection – that God created human beings as image-bearers. Man was given dominion of creation. What does this mean? John Piper clarifies:

…man’s dominion over the world and his filling the world is a display – an imaging forth – of God, God’s aim, therefore, was that man would so act that he mirror forth God, who has ultimate dominion.

Just as He purposed in creation, God ultimately made man as a display of Himself. 
c. The primary focus of God’s dealings with his chosen people is to glorify God.

Drawing a smaller circle, the purpose God set His promise on Israel was specifically to declare the glories of God.

i. Explicit in God’s choice: (Isa 49:3 – “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”)

ii. Explicit in God’s Deliverance of Israel (Ez 20:8,9)

iii. Explicit in the giving of the Law (Ex 20:3-5)

iv. Explicit in the purpose of the wilderness wanderings (Ez 20:21,22)

v. Explicit in God delivering Canaan over to the Israelites (Josh 24:12-14, 2 Sam 7:23,24)

vi. Explicit in God’s choosing of a king (1 Sam 12:19-23, specifically verse 22)

vii. Explicit in the establishment of a temple (1 Kings 8:41-45)

viii. Explicit in God’s dealing with the kings (2 Kings 19:34, 20:6)

ix. Explicit in the Jewish exile (Isa 48:9-11, Ez 36:22-23, 32)

d. The primary focus of God’s Salvific work is to Glorify God

i. Christ’s incarnation was a manifestation of the glory of God (2 Cor 4:6)

ii. Christ’s work was ultimately aimed at glorifying the father (John 17:4)

iii. Christ died for the ultimate pleasure of the Father (Jn 12:27-28, Isa 53:4,10)

iv. Christ sanctifies the saved for his glory (1 Pet 4:11, Matt 5:16)

e. The primary focus of the Church is to Glorify God (1 Cor 10:31) 
f. The Primary focus of heaven is to glorify God

i. Christ’s will return to me “marveled at among all who have believed” (2 Thess 1:9-10)

ii. Heaven will involve the eternal display of the glory of God (Jn 17:24, Rev 21:23)
As we realize how saturated scripture is with God’s explicit statements that He is the center of His purposes, we then move specifically to His purpose in the missionary enterprise.

3. God has purposed missions as the means for His glory to be declared among all people

a. God chose Israel as the means to extend His praise to all the earth

When God gave his promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1,2), He packaged in that specific promise to Israel the future unveiling of His grand plan that through Israel “all the families of the earth will be blessed”. Galatians 3:7-9 reveals to us that this blessing was specifically the justification of the gentiles.

b. The Nation of Israel was a witness to the Holiness of God

While Israel was not given an explicit missionary mandate, scripture is clear that God gave them His law as a means to set them apart from the nations, for the express purpose that God would be exalted for being the God of Israel. Israel’s purpose was to display God’s peerless excellence in holiness (Deut 7:6-8, Isa 42:8)

c. The Church is God’s present explicit means of witness

i. Because of Israel’s rejection, Christ is using the Church (Matt 21:43)

ii. Israel’s rejection has led to God’s glory in the salvation for the gentiles (Rom 11:25, Rom 9:24-26)

iii. The church has been given a direct mandate to accomplish the purpose of bringing the gospel to all the peoples of the earth (Matt 28:18-20).

d. Israel too will one day be restored into fullness of inclusion for God’s glory (Rom 11:12, Zech 12:10)

e. The end of the ages will be a declaration of God’s fulfillment of his missional purpose (Rev 5:8-14)

i. The scope: people from “every tribes and language and people and nation”

ii. The means: the worthy “lamb who was slain”

iii. The result: an eternal procession of worship by all those surrounding the throne of God, for his work of redemption.

God’s driving purpose in missions is clear. The question then is how this relates to us as people desiring to do missions God’s way.

4. God has purposed the church to be his means of accomplishing the task of bringing the gospel to all nations

a. Worship is the goal of missions.
i. God is glorified by the means of a redeemed people. “Missions exists because worship doesn’t”.
 (Psalm 67:3-4). 

ii. Missions is therefore the sending of worshippers to call upon non-worshippers to become a part of true worship.
Listen, brethren, we can become promoters and get nowhere at all. But if we become prophets and worshipers of God, God will honor us in this awful hour win which we live. I think we ought to go to our churches and insist that we adore God. And if we can’t adore Him, we ought to get purged from our sins until we can…
…Christian believers and Christian congregations must be thoroughly consecrated to Christ’s glory alone. This means absolutely turning their backs on the contemporary insistence on human glory and recognition…

b. Specific worship of Christ is the only acceptable offering to God

It is not enough that a person be a “seeker of God”. God is interested in worship directed at Him specifically. (Isa 42:8)

But some sissified mentality might say, “Now, just a minute, don’t be so severe, dear brother. Maybe we worship God and don’t know that we worship Him” If you take the Bible for it, we have to say that such a thing is impossible. You cannot worship God when at the same time you do not believe He exists.

c. However, worship is not acceptable till the offering is pleasing to God

i. Nothing a man does in and of himself is an acceptable offering to God (Isa 64:6, Rom 3:10-18)

So how can we worship God acceptably when there is within our nature something that, when it catches on fire, gives off not a fragrance but a smell?

ii. The only pleasing offering is one that comes through the redeeming work of Christ (Jn 14:6, 2 Cor 5:21, Rom 5:17-19, 1 Cor 15:22)

d. God has expressed his expectation of our involvement in His purpose: that we preach Christ, the only means of regeneration and redemption

i. The great commission to Christ’s disciples explicitly outlined God’s plan for missions (Matt 28:18-20)

ii. The Apostles executed this command in their ministry (Acts 1:7,8)

iii. It is our work to continue this mandate, so that the nations declare God’s glory for his undeserved mercy (Rom 10:13-17).

God in His self-existence did not need man. But desiring to glorify Himself, he chose to create a people for His own possession, and despite their sin provided the means for salvation through Christ so that His infinite love and mercy would be manifest as fuel for the fire of worship that will burn eternally among the redeemed. The Gospel is centered on God. The heart of missions is therefore, God-centered. It would be a tragedy if the people of God participated in the mandated undertaking of sending and going with subsidiary motives in view, with the world’s methods in hand, with less than the glory of God as the aim. Let us then be Christ-focused “world Christians”, as David Bryant aptly put it,

The burning prayer of the world Christian is, “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!” (Ps. 67:3). So whether we are those who send or those who go, let us glory in the supremacy of God in missions, and let us link arms together as we join in the refrain of old, “Let the nations be glad!”
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