Genesis Chapter 1

Good:

Calvin, John; Genesis Vol. I, Baker, 2003 (original date, 1563), p. 78

     “The first day….God himself took the space of six days, for the purpose of 

     accommodating his works to the capacity of men. We slightingly pass over the infinite 

     glory of God, which here shines forth; whence arises this but from our excessive 

     dulness in considering his greatness? In the meantime, the vanity of our minds carries 

     us away elsewhere.”

Walvoord, John & Zuck, Roy; The Bible Knowledge Commentary, OT, 1986, p. 28)

     “Regarding the word day (yom)…They are literal 24-hour days of divine activity. In

      favor of [this] view is the fact that the term yom with an ordinal (first, second, etc.) 

      adjective means 24-hour days wherever this construction occurs in the Old 

      Testament. Also the normal understanding of the fourth commandment (Ex. 20:11) 

      would suggest this interpretation.”

MacArthur, John; The MacArthur Study Bible, 2006, p. 16

     “This description of God creating heaven and earth is understood to be: 1) recent, i.e., 

     thousands not millions of years ago; 2) ex nihilo, i.e., out of nothing; and 3) special, 

     i.e., in 6 consecutive 24 hour periods called “days” and further distinguished as such 

     by this phrase, ‘the evening and the morning.’ Scripture does not support a creation 

     date earlier than about 10,000 years ago….‘Day’ with numerical adjectives in Hebrew 

     always refer to a 24 hour period. Comparing the order of the week in Ex 20:8-11 with 

     the creation week confirms this understanding of the time element.”

Bad:

Erickson, Millard; Christian Theology, 1985, p. 382

      “The view which I find most satisfactory is a variation of the age-day theory…the 

      flood theory involves too great a strain upon the geological evidence….The age-day 

      theory fits quite well with the geological record, especially if one sees some topical 

      grouping as well. For example, while the sun, moon and stars were created on the first 

      day, they did not become clearly visible…until the fourth day”  

Neutral (weak sauce):

The Open Bible, Thomas Nelson, 1979, p. 1

     “It is often averred that science and Scripture do not harmonize….It is best not to be 

     too dogmatic in formulating points of agreement, for science is obtaining new facts 

     and the conclusions based on Scriptural facts occasionally need revision.”

