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Holistic Mercy
Portland, Oregon – 6 Feb, 2011

· When God deals with us, he knows our troubles to the full.
· You may be hurt deeply

· You may be suspicious that people are trying to take advantage of you, and lack trust – for good reasons in your past

· You may be lonely

· You may be burdened with your sin, and think there is no hope for you to know God
· God fulfils our deepest needs

· We need Him to be spiritually whole.
· We need to be emotionally filled – intimacy, trust, community
· He says, come to me, and I will give you rest. (Matt 11:28)
· Hebrews 10:19-25 shows us that God provides for us in every way.

1. Come to  Jesus, because He alone makes it possible to know God (Heb 10:19-21)

· “We have confidence to enter the holy places”

i. Not possible to be in God’s presence
ii. Moses, Isaiah, Paul  - you cannot see God and live
· How?

i. John 14:16 – no man comes to the father but by me

ii. Jesus is the curtain that allows us to enter into the Holy Place

1. He died to take the wrath of God for sin

2. Because he took our punishment, we can be forgiven

3. If we believe in Him, God looks at the good Jesus has done not the bad we have done.

4. Therefore, even though we are sinners, through Christ, we are stamped as allowed to enter. “Visa”

2. Come to Jesus, because He alone fills our loneliness (v22)

· What is the point of being able to know God and be in his presence?

· Draw near!

i. God is a perfect Father

ii. “see what kind of love the father has given to us, that we should be called Sons of God”

iii. He is the closest friend we could ever have

· True heart: When you give your life to Jesus, he gives you a heart that is free from sin and able to please him

· Full assurance of faith: What Jesus gives is not a lie. He promises that for those whom he loves, nothing can separate us from his love. (Rom 8:35, 37-39)

· Hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience, washed: 

i. God cleans us so that there is nothing we need to be guilty of. 

ii. He has taken the punishment for all your secrets and your past and your future sin

iii. There is no guilt, no condemnation.

3. Come to Jesus, because he alone is trustworthy (v23)
· When we come to Jesus, we find a friend who is dependable. 
· Therefore we can trust what he says fully

i. We must hold fast to the confession we made, without wavering

ii. Why? Because our hope is set on Jesus, and he never lets us down

1. People always let us down

2. Our past experience may show that people are liars and undependable

iii. That doesn’t apply to Jesus. He who promised is faithful.
1. There is no moment in life, there will be no moment in life when God in Jesus will fall short of his promise

2. He is faithful, because he is able. (Col 1:16,17)

3. People fall short because they are weak, God holds all power. And he has promised never to leave or forsake us.
4. Come to Jesus, because he alone provides true community (v24-25)
· Let us consider: 
i. God saves us not first and foremost for ourselves. 

ii. To display his love to others (1 John 4:7-8)
iii. It takes careful thought to know how to love and serve other people

iv. It takes putting away of our own pride and selfishness

· Consider how to stir up one another to love and good works:
i. “stir up” – stoking a fire

ii. How?

1. Not neglecting, as is the habit of some You have to be consistently in fellowship. You cannot serve if you’re not there
2. Encouraging one other – think of how to encourage another person.

a.  Speak kind words to one another.

b. Encourage one another with the goodness and faithfulness of God

c. Encourage one another with the Gospel of Christ

3. As you see the day approaching – 

a. These things are important because the time is short

b. Jesus is coming soon, and he will come as a judge

c. Because we love others, we warn them, stir them up and teach them in love to seek Jesus and love Him

d. After all, all of this is only possible because of what He has done

Come to Jesus. He will make you whole. He will keep you. He will nourish you.
